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Governmental circles, where it was considered a precon-
ceived determination to hamper everything that M. Paul
Reynaud wished or might wish to attempt.
The consequence was that the relations between the
two men, between their circles, and between the groups
which ranged themselves behind them grew more and
more bitter. Another result was a change in the position
of those whose chief object was peace at any price. They
had encouraged and helped the overthrow of M. Daladier
by every means in their power. Now they drew closer
to him and pretended to compromise him against M.
Reynaud.
I met M. Pietri at an Embassy lunch. I had not seen
him since the night when he had been so proud of
contributing to M. Daladier's fall. He came up to me
and said: "I think we were wrong to turn Daladier
out."
" We ? "
" I refer to our Parliamentarians."
M. Laval who, on March igth, on the eve of what he
called Daladier's execution had no words hard enough for
him, was now exploiting the rancour of the ex-Premier
against his successor. He, as well as M. Georges Bonnet,
was all honey in his dealings with M. Daladier's friends,
and asked nothing better than to enlist them in his chaser
squadron.
M. Daladier, who had antennae everywhere, smiled at
these changes of front, and sought information.
" It seems that Laval takes a very firm line nowadays
when he talks of Germany," he observed to a friend.
" Yes. He defends himself against any charge of
showing the slightest sign of weakness."
M. Daladier cogitated. His gaze seemed to be trying
to bore through an invisible screen.
" If that goes on," he said, " in three months we shall
have a Laval Ministry.1*
" With you in it ? " inquired the other.   " He would